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Berkeley Media Studies Group  

•  Research on news coverage of public
 health issues 

•   Media advocacy training and strategic
 consultation for community groups and
 public health advocates 

•   Professional education for journalists 
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Frame Definition 

 Frames are mental
 structures that help people
 understand the world,
 based on particular cues
 from outside themselves
 that activate assumptions
 and values they hold within
 themselves. 
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Just a few cues… 

 HFAJ TH DJSRAPJTJFS!
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…might surprise you 

 HFAJ TH DJSRAPJTJFS!
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The Need to Reframe 

Institutional!

Accountability!

Personal!

Responsibility!
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Implications for Health Disparities 
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Reframing Health Disparities 

•!  What cues are we giving?  

•!  What values do they activate? 

•!  What actions are we taking? 
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Policy Context  
Media Context 
Cultural Context 

Framing Terrain 
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Message Is Never First 

•! What do you want to change in the
 world? 

•! How will you change it? 

•! Why do you want it to be changed? 


