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Think Outside the Box …

Bethesda Hospital’s Emergency
Preparedness Partnership
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•• Provide a mechanism to Provide a mechanism to integrate the partnership integrate the partnership 
response with those of local, regional and national response with those of local, regional and national 
organizations engaged in emergency preparedness organizations engaged in emergency preparedness 
activities in our metropolitan areaactivities in our metropolitan area;;

•• Develop model structures, enduring materials and Develop model structures, enduring materials and 
performance measures to facilitate the exportation of performance measures to facilitate the exportation of 
the model.the model.

•• Provide a mechanism for our Provide a mechanism for our 
community to respond rapidly and community to respond rapidly and 
successfully to any emergency successfully to any emergency 
situation situation –– natural events and acts of natural events and acts of 
terrorism and warterrorism and war;;

GoalsGoals



Surge Challenges with 10k Nuclear 
Device-National Capital Region



Challenges with 10k Nuclear 
Device- Washington DC

• Magnitude of injured and exposed from fallout
• Lack of security
• Psychologically Affected including staff
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GI/Colon
•Hemorrhage
•Perforation

TM Rupture
•Hearing Impairment

•Communication 

Blast Lung
•Butterfly X-Ray
•Apnea
•Brady  triad
•Hypotension

Brain Injury
Open/Closed

Traumatic Amputation

Occult Eye Injuries Blunt Injuries

Asthma
COPD

Resp. Problems
Smoke, 

Toxic fumesAngina
Burns

Fractures

Penetrating Injury

Hyperglycemia
Hypertension

Primary

“Pressure Wave or Blast Wave”
Most on scene deaths

Affects gas filled structures

Tertiary

Results from being thrown by 
the “blast wind”

 

which cause 
force injury.

Affects any body part

Quaternary
Explosion-

 

related injuries, 
illnesses or diseases not due to
primary, secondary, or tertiary

mechanisms.
Affects any body part

Secondary

“Blast Wind”
Most common death results
from flying debris and bomb 

fragments.
Affects any body part



What Hospitals Need

• Exercised Plan Include RSO
• Staff- Stuff and Structure
• Safety and Integrity of Building
• Radiation Detectors – Survey meters
• Appropriate PPE – Decontamination Procedures
• Correct Treatment Medications

Calcium  - DTPA
Zinc- DTPA

Prussian Blue
Potassium Iodide

Aluminum Phosphate
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