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Eastern Europe/Central Asia:
Background

o HIV prevention among IDUs: low scale,
mainly funded by international and bilateral
initiatives

o Harm reduction institutionalization is low

o HIV prevention, esp among po pulations
where epidemics is concentrated, is
declared as an important compo nent of
strategies

o Drug policies seek for drug free society;
drug use and possession of smal | amounts
is criminal offence (often incarceration)

o General politicizing of drug issue

Drug policy

oNo ex tensive research of drug policies impact on
drug use and HIV in Eastern Europe
oDrug laws are often used to punish drug users
« B4% of all drug-related crimes in 2003 were
violations of Article 246 of the Criminal Code of
Kyrgyzstan (illegal production, purchase, possession
and transportation of drug and psychotropic
substances without the intent to sell them)
cBut th ere is exception:
« Russia introduced ‘average personal dosage’ since
May 2004
» 1 g of heroin (earlier small amountof <0.01 g heroin)
oHigh rates of drug users incarceration
oContinued injecting drug us e in prisons (while not
well documented)
= High HIV rates in prisons

Legal repressiveness impact on drug
use and HIV among IDUs

(Friedman et al, AIDS 2008, 20:93-89)

o A lagged-cross-sectional an alysis of metropaolitan statistical area data,
Estimates of drug injectors per cap ita and of HIV seroprevalence ameng
injactors in B9 large US metropolital areas were regrassed on three measure
of legal repressiveness (hard drug arrests per cap ita; police employees per
capita; and corrections expen ditures per capita) controlling for other

metrapolitan area charact eristics,

o No legal repressiveness measure were
associated with injectors per capita

o All three measures of legal repress iveness were

positively associated with HIV prevalence

among injectors

(measures: hard drug arrests per capita; police employees per capita;

and corrections expenditures per capita)

Belarus

o 46,00 IDU (a1,000-51,000)

o Coverage of needle exchange - 6000
IDUs in 2005

o Estimated 8-13% of inmates use drugs in
2004 (prison population 42-45 th);

o Poor drug treatment in the com munity;
event poorer in prisons

o 3 needle syringe exchange sites with
counseling

= However prison staff has a right to tak e out
clean syringes

Services for drug users

o Low coverage of IDUs through official
drug treatment services (no esti mates)

o Harm reduction approaches are rather
uninstitutionalized

o Substitution treatment: negative attitudes
of law enforcement and sometimes of
narcology services

= Georgia: adopted substitution treatm ent
guidelines and registered m ethadone back in
2003; no program operat es at the end of 2005







