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Types of Literature Reviews

* Qualitative--individual or small group
summarizes what they know, can be
idiosyncratic and creative

Systematic--(Meta-analysis) analogous to
new research, should be “replicable”

» Important similarities in the logic of the
review, though systematic more formal

Formulation of a research
question

Specification of the “intervention”

Individual level

Small group level
* Community level

= Inconsistencies/conflicts between levels

Collection of Studies

Published
= Electronic searches

Hand searches of journals and abstract
books

Contacts with researchers

Attempts to locate unpublished studies

Coding of Studies

Research design

Population descriptors

Qutcome measures

Follow up times

.

Location
* Funding source
= Etc.




Critical Issues in Research
Design Coding
» “Quality of Research Designs”

» RCT and what Non-randomized designs?
Time series? Cluster? Statistical control for
non-randomization?

Critical Issues in Research
Design Coding

» What services are provided to “comparison
group?”

« Ethical problems of not providing services
to control group

* Variation of services to comparison groups
vs. variation in experimental groups
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= Combinations of interventions--comparison
group gets some, experimental group gets
some plus more
= Complexity of environment
—St age of epidemic
—Pr evious interventions
—Pa tterns of drug use
—Pa tterns of risk behavior
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* Theory of the Intervention
—G enerating cumulative knowledge?

* Quality of the implementation of the
intervention
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« [Is drug abuse treatment only an individual
level intervention?

= How might it be a community level
intervention?
~M assive expansion?

—Hi ghly targeted treatment, e.g., to HIV-
seropositives?







