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Topics

1. Was Australia threatened by an HIV
epidemic among injecting drug users in
mid-1980s?

2. Australia’s response to this threat?

3. Is HIV under control in Australia now,
especially among injecting drug users ?

4. Were Australia’s responses to HIV
responsible for this control?

Topics

5. Other benefits, costs of harm reduction
strategies?

6. Does Australian community still support
harm reduction measures?

7. Have harm reduction measures been
continued?

8. Any threats to HIV control now?
9. Was Australia’s experience unusual?

Australia threatened HIV/IDUs?

» Australia has had large, increasing
numbers injecting drug users since
late 1960s: 74,000 heroin users 1997

» Estimated annual growth injecting
drug users 1970-2000 7-8% per
annum

» Since 2000-01 heroin shortage
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