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Topics

» Does HIV among IDUs really matter?

» What works to reduce HIV/IDUs?

* What doesn’t work to reduce HIV?

+ What might make HIV/IDUs worse?

* Does harm reduction require change
drug policy?

» Does harm reduction breach drug
treaties?

Does HIV among IDUs really matter?

» AIDS compared to Black Death 14t C
and Spanish ‘flu epidemics

« Serious threat to health, social well
being, economy, national security

= HIV in injecting drug users accounts
30% of HIV outside Africa — important
7/10 UNAIDS regions

HIV among IDUs really does matter

What works to reduce HIV?

* Harm reduction package: education,
drug treatment, needle syringe
programmes, community
development

» Evidence overwhelming

« Acceptance evidence steadily
increasing: researchers,
governments, international orgs

What works to reduce HIV?

= Every year some new countries adopt
harm reduction

* No country yet reversed previous

acceptance harm reduction

In 2005 24/25 EU countries provide NSPs

and MT

« Now Asia accepting harm reduction
Harm reduction effective, safe,
affordable

What doesn’t work to reduce HIV?

Reliance drug law enforcement:
customs, police, courts, prisons

= Anti-drug campaigns, education
* Business as usual
» War Against Drugs

No evidence based effective
alternative to harm reduction for
HIV/IDUs







