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Key findings from a survey among 1,003 adults nationwide
Conducted August 20-25, 2008 by Peter D. Hart Research Associates

Source: Peter D. Hart Research, Inc. “Awareness Of And Attitudes Toward Nanotechnology And Federal Regulatory Agencies,” 2008. 
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Source: Peter D. Hart Research, Inc. “Awareness Of And Attitudes Toward Nanotechnology And Federal Regulatory Agencies,” 2008. 
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Source: Peter D. Hart Research, Inc. “Awareness Of And Attitudes Toward Nanotechnology And Federal Regulatory Agencies,” 2008. 



U.S. Public PerceptionsU.S. Public Perceptions

Most important potential benefits:Most important potential benefits:
Medical applications (31%)Medical applications (31%)
Better consumer products (27%)Better consumer products (27%)
General progress, better life (12%)General progress, better life (12%)
Environmental protection (8%)Environmental protection (8%)
Food and nutrition (6%)Food and nutrition (6%)

Economy, jobs (4%)Economy, jobs (4%)

Source: Macoubrie, J. “Nanotechnology: Public Concerns, Reasoning, and Trust in Government.”



Consumer ProductsConsumer Products
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Safety of the Food SupplySafety of the Food Supply
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less safe
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Not
sure

Over the past five years, the food supply:

Source: Peter D. Hart Research, Inc. “Awareness Of And Attitudes Toward Nanotechnology And Federal Regulatory Agencies,” 2007. 
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Public Confidence in Public Confidence in 
Agencies/BusinessAgencies/Business

Confidence in Each to Maximize Benefits & Minimize 
Risks of Scientific/Technological Advancements

Source: Peter D. Hart Research, Inc. “Awareness Of And Attitudes Toward Nanotechnology And Federal Regulatory Agencies,” 2007. 
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Use of Food Storage Products Use of Food Storage Products 
Enhanced With NanotechnologyEnhanced With Nanotechnology

Source: Peter D. Hart Research, Inc. “Awareness Of And Attitudes Toward Nanotechnology And Federal Regulatory Agencies,” 2007. 
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I would NOT use food storage containers
enhanced with nanotechnology

I need more information about the health
risks and benefits to use food storage

containers enhanced with nanotechnology

I would use food storage containers
enhanced with nanotechnology



Purchase of Food EnhancedPurchase of Food Enhanced
With NanotechnologyWith Nanotechnology

Source: Peter D. Hart Research, Inc. “Awareness Of And Attitudes Toward Nanotechnology And Federal Regulatory Agencies,” 2007. 
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I would purchase food enhanced with
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ConclusionsConclusions
Large majority of Americans still have heard little or Large majority of Americans still have heard little or 
nothingnothing
Large portion of public does not have an opinion of the Large portion of public does not have an opinion of the 
tradetrade--offs between risks and benefitsoffs between risks and benefits
Public more comfortable with government or Public more comfortable with government or 
independent oversight than of industry selfindependent oversight than of industry self--regulation regulation 
of new technologiesof new technologies
Current lack of awareness presents an opportunity for Current lack of awareness presents an opportunity for 
the government and industry to establish confidence in the government and industry to establish confidence in 
nanotechnologynanotechnology
Public values nanotechnology medical benefits over Public values nanotechnology medical benefits over 
food and nutritionfood and nutrition



From From AgbiotechAgbiotech to Nanotech: to Nanotech: 
Lessons LearnedLessons Learned

Build public trust in a strong, credible US and Build public trust in a strong, credible US and 
international oversight processinternational oversight process
Make sure nanotechnologyMake sure nanotechnology’’s environmental and health s environmental and health 
benefits and safety are confirmed by independent benefits and safety are confirmed by independent 
researchresearch
Demonstrate concern for consumer choice and provide Demonstrate concern for consumer choice and provide 
good consumer informationgood consumer information
Offer opportunities for public input into the Offer opportunities for public input into the 
technologytechnology’’s development and regulations development and regulation
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