
U.S. Commitment to Global Health U.S. Commitment to Global Health 
(IOM (IOM –– March 2008)March 2008)

•• Visibility and Interest radically enhanced over Visibility and Interest radically enhanced over 
past decade:past decade:

economic development and moral dimension   economic development and moral dimension   
(W.B.; Sachs; (W.B.; Sachs; MGDsMGDs; Copenhagen Consensus); Copenhagen Consensus)

political and ethical imperatives   political and ethical imperatives   
(HIV/AIDS; Global Fund; PEPFAR)(HIV/AIDS; Global Fund; PEPFAR)

prominent supporters prominent supporters 
(Gates; Bono)(Gates; Bono)







U.S. Commitment to Global HealthU.S. Commitment to Global Health
Global impact and selfGlobal impact and self--interestinterest

Direct: Direct: transnational disease threats transnational disease threats (SARS,        (SARS,        
W. Nile, Avian Flu)W. Nile, Avian Flu)

CoCo--”environmental”: ”environmental”: “pandemics”  “pandemics”  (obesity, (obesity, 
diabetes, tobacco, cardiovascular disease)diabetes, tobacco, cardiovascular disease)

Indirect political and economic: Indirect political and economic: (poverty, political (poverty, political 
instability, markets and trade)instability, markets and trade)



Cornerstones to SuccessCornerstones to Success

•• Tools adequate to the challenge (“good Tools adequate to the challenge (“good 
enough” technology):enough” technology):

smallpox   ++smallpox   ++

polio          ++/polio          ++/--

malaria      +/malaria      +/----







SustainedSustained Translational SupportTranslational Support
(Vitamin A)(Vitamin A)

•• Tools  Tools  (1976(1976--1986; 1986; --2008)2008)

•• Policy Policy (1986(1986--1992)1992)

•• Programs Programs (1992(1992--2008++)2008++)

•• Monitoring and Evaluation Monitoring and Evaluation (350,000 lives (350,000 lives 
saved annually; onesaved annually; one--third the potential) third the potential) 



Origin of “Cornerstones”Origin of “Cornerstones”

•• Funding new ideasFunding new ideas and those that have them

•• Support training for those who will provide the Support training for those who will provide the 
next generation of ideasnext generation of ideas

•• Move “good enough” tools to “better” toolsMove “good enough” tools to “better” tools

•• Fund translational and operational research Fund translational and operational research –– to to 
tipping point!tipping point!



Long Term: Long Term: It WorksIt Works

(1960s (1960s –– 2000+; L.A. and Asia)2000+; L.A. and Asia)

•• Child Survival  Child Survival  

•• Fertility Rates     Fertility Rates     

•• Development     Development     





Julio Frenck, 1993Julio Frenck, 1993
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Global PandemicsGlobal Pandemics

•• THREAT of: THREAT of: emerging infectionsemerging infections

•• REALITY of:REALITY of: AsthmaAsthma

Coronary Artery DiseaseCoronary Artery Disease

TobaccoTobacco

Obesity Obesity 









Genes vs. EnvironmentGenes vs. Environment

• gastric cancer ������ ��

• heart disease ������ ��

• gastric cancer ������ ��

• heart disease ������ ��

Japanese ��� � U.S.A.Japanese ��� � U.S.A.



Genes: EnvironmentGenes: Environment

NIDDMNIDDM

“…genetics has little relevance to 
the treatment of NIDDM; banning 
cheeseburgers would do far 
more good.”

“…genetics has little relevance to 
the treatment of NIDDM; banning 
cheeseburgers would do far 
more good.”

Steve Jones, Genetics in Medicine
Milbank Fund, 2000

Steve Jones, Genetics in Medicine
Milbank Fund, 2000



“A lot of what we are talking about 
in  prevention  is behavioral 
change.  I can assure you that it is 
much easier to do molecular 
biology!”

“A lot of what we are talking about 
in  prevention  is behavioral 
change.  I can assure you that it is 
much easier to do molecular 
biology!”

Louis Sherwood, MD,
SVP, Merck

Research America, 2001

Louis Sherwood, MD,
SVP, Merck

Research America, 2001



“Even when smokers were told they 

had genetic predisposition to 

smoking-related cancers…no more 

likely to quit than their counterparts 

who had no such tendency…”

“Even when smokers were told they 

had genetic predisposition to 

smoking-related cancers…no more 

likely to quit than their counterparts 

who had no such tendency…”

NY Times,
July 16, 2002

NY Times,
July 16, 2002

Health Education - Healthier Behavior?Health Education - Healthier Behavior?



Behavioral 
Determinants
(Societal Web)

Behavioral 
Determinants
(Societal Web) Communities & SocietyCommunities & Society

OrganizationsOrganizations

(Churches, schools, workplace)(Churches, schools, workplace)

Social NetworksSocial Networks

(Family, friends)(Family, friends)

IndividualIndividual



Global Health is a Global Health is a 
Population Population PerspectivePerspective

Requiring Requiring PopulationPopulation Interventions:Interventions:

•• WaterWater

•• NutritionNutrition

•• ImmunizationImmunization

•• Behavioral ChangeBehavioral Change

•• Effective Health ServicesEffective Health Services


