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Jamaican Injury Surveillance Jamaican Injury Surveillance 

System (JISS)System (JISS)
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Data Collected at Hospital A&E Data Collected at Hospital A&E 

Department in JISSDepartment in JISS

•• Date of Violent Related InjuryDate of Violent Related Injury

•• Place of occurrencePlace of occurrence
-- home, school, work, etc.home, school, work, etc.

•• Method of injuryMethod of injury
-- gunshot, sharp object, blunt object, etc.gunshot, sharp object, blunt object, etc.

•• Circumstances of injuryCircumstances of injury

-- fight, robbery, etcfight, robbery, etc

•• VictimVictim--perpetrator relationshipperpetrator relationship

-- boyfriend, girlfriend, etcboyfriend, girlfriend, etc

•• Geographic location of occurrence of injuryGeographic location of occurrence of injury
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Promising Violence Prevention Interventions Promising Violence Prevention Interventions 

in lowin low--income Communitiesincome Communities

•• Community Violence Prevention Community Violence Prevention 

-- SS--Corner Clinic Corner Clinic -- JAJA

-- RockfortRockfort Trust and Community FoundationTrust and Community Foundation--JAJA

-- Rose Town Benevolent SocietyRose Town Benevolent Society--JAJA

-- Peace Management InitiativePeace Management Initiative--JAJA

-- Grants Pen Grants Pen --JAJA
-- August Town Sport & Development FoundationAugust Town Sport & Development Foundation--JAJA

-- Pride of GonzalesPride of Gonzales--TTTT

-- WINDADWINDAD--TTTT(Women’s Institute for Alternative Dev.)(Women’s Institute for Alternative Dev.)

University of the West Indies, Kingston Jamaica & University of the West Indies, Kingston Jamaica & 

Centre of Criminology and Criminal Justice Centre of Criminology and Criminal Justice –– Trinidad & TobagoTrinidad & Tobago



Promising Violence Prevention Interventions Promising Violence Prevention Interventions 

in lowin low--income Communitiesincome Communities

•• Youth Violence Prevention Youth Violence Prevention 

-- YMCAYMCA-- Kingston Kingston -- JamaicaJamaica

-- Learning for Life Project Learning for Life Project -- JamaicaJamaica

-- Volunteer Youth Corps Volunteer Youth Corps -- GuyanaGuyana

-- Youth Gangs Intervention Youth Gangs Intervention -- BelizeBelize

-- Children First Children First -- JamaicaJamaica

-- Area Youth  Foundation Area Youth  Foundation -- JamaicaJamaica

-- To Shoot or not to Shoot, Click is the AnswerTo Shoot or not to Shoot, Click is the Answer

University of the West Indies, Kingston Jamaica & University of the West Indies, Kingston Jamaica & 

Centre of Criminology and Criminal Justice Centre of Criminology and Criminal Justice –– Trinidad & TobagoTrinidad & Tobago



Promising Crime Prevention Promising Crime Prevention 

Interventions in lowInterventions in low--income communitiesincome communities

•• Mediation and Mediation and CounsellingCounselling

-- Peace Management Initiative Peace Management Initiative -- JA*JA*

-- Dispute Resolution Foundation Dispute Resolution Foundation -- JA*JA*

-- Family Court Family Court -- TT*TT*

-- Rape Crisis Society Rape Crisis Society -- TT*TT*

-- Families in Action Families in Action -- TT*TT*

-- Help and Shelter UNIFEM Help and Shelter UNIFEM -- GUYGUY

*University of the West Indies, Kingston Jamaica & *University of the West Indies, Kingston Jamaica & 

Centre of Criminology and Criminal Justice Centre of Criminology and Criminal Justice –– Trinidad & TobagoTrinidad & Tobago



Promising Violence  Prevention Promising Violence  Prevention 

Interventions in lowInterventions in low--income Communitiesincome Communities

•• School/youth delinquency/drug dependency and School/youth delinquency/drug dependency and 

corrective corrective programmesprogrammes

-- Change from Within Change from Within -- JaJa **

-- PrePre--Carnival project Carnival project -- TT*TT*

-- RoxboroughRoxborough Police Youth Club Police Youth Club -- TT *TT *

-- Service Volunteered for All (SERVOL) Service Volunteered for All (SERVOL) -- TT*TT*

-- Dance Hall InterventionsDance Hall Interventions

-- Whole Life SportsWhole Life Sports

*University of the West Indies, Kingston Jamaica & *University of the West Indies, Kingston Jamaica & 

Centre of Criminology and Criminal Justice Centre of Criminology and Criminal Justice –– Trinidad & TobagoTrinidad & Tobago



Promising Crime Prevention Interventions Promising Crime Prevention Interventions 

in lowin low--income Communitiesincome Communities

•• Offender RehabilitationOffender Rehabilitation

-- Transform Life MinistriesTransform Life Ministries--TT*TT*

-- New Life MinistriesNew Life Ministries--TT*TT*

-- PiparoPiparo Empowerment CentreEmpowerment Centre--TT*TT*

-- Vision in MissionVision in Mission--TT*TT*

-- HibiscusHibiscus--JA,UK*JA,UK*

-- Corner Stone MinistriesCorner Stone Ministries--JAJA

-- Academic Training Academic Training ProgrammeProgramme, Apprenticeship , Apprenticeship 
and Reorientation and Reorientation ProgrammeProgramme, Community , Community 
Service Service programmeprogramme-- TTTT

*University of the West Indies, Kingston Jamaica &*University of the West Indies, Kingston Jamaica &

Centre of Criminology and Criminal Justice Centre of Criminology and Criminal Justice –– Trinidad & TobagoTrinidad & Tobago



Promising Crime Prevention Interventions Promising Crime Prevention Interventions 

in lowin low--income Communitiesincome Communities

•• Private Sector involvementPrivate Sector involvement

-- Grace & Staff Foundation Grace & Staff Foundation -- JA*JA*

-- MultiCareMultiCare Foundation Foundation -- JAJA

-- Jamaica National Foundation Jamaica National Foundation -- JAJA



Lessons in Sustainability and Lessons in Sustainability and 

AssessmentAssessment

•• OrganizationOrganization

•• Holistic ApproachHolistic Approach

•• LeadershipLeadership

•• CCommunity based Workersommunity based Workers

•• Sustainability Sustainability 

•• Monitoring and EvaluationMonitoring and Evaluation



Comprehensive approach to health 

through inter-agency collaboration

HEALTHY COMMUNITY
(SAFE VIOLENCE FREE)

Healthy Lifestyle Activity 
Counselling Health 
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HEALTHY LIFESTYLE INFO

INCOME GENERATION
1. Small Business loans 

Backyard Gardening
2.  Monthly ‘dances’ (similar to

‘Passa Passa’) (Area Youth
Foundation)

TRAINING IN LIFE/ PERSON 
SKILLS

1. Parenting (MOH)
2. Self-esteem/ Coping skills/ 

(Girls Brigade/ Area Youth 
Foundation)

MONITORING

1. Organisations within the 

community

2. GIS mapping

Utilisation of local, human 
‘capital’ and culturally
appropriate methods



Interventions in JamaicaInterventions in Jamaica

ParentingParenting
Home visiting with playHome visiting with play

-- Randomized intervention trialRandomized intervention trial

-- High selfHigh self--esteem, fewer esteem, fewer 
attention problems, less attention problems, less 
depressiondepression

-- Walker et al, BMJ, 2006Walker et al, BMJ, 2006

Positive Parenting Positive Parenting ProgrammesProgrammes

-- Home visiting and Centre Home visiting and Centre 
based based programmeprogramme

-- Positive parenting messagesPositive parenting messages

-- Group therapyGroup therapy

Roving CaregiversRoving Caregivers

-- Home visiting with playHome visiting with play

-- Youth Service WorkersYouth Service Workers

-- IntersectoralIntersectoral ApproachApproach
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ChallengesChallenges

•• Absence of Sustained Funding for long term Absence of Sustained Funding for long term 

InterventionsInterventions

•• Population impact and need for community based Population impact and need for community based 

workersworkers

•• Social factors affecting  family and community Social factors affecting  family and community 

•• Economics, literacy and skills training, jobs and Economics, literacy and skills training, jobs and 

incomeincome

•• Political IssuesPolitical Issues

•• Changing the “Culture of Violence” through education Changing the “Culture of Violence” through education 

sports and musicsports and music



The Way Forward The Way Forward 

•• Strengthen surveillance system across the Strengthen surveillance system across the 

region. Information for action and evaluationregion. Information for action and evaluation

•• Impact at both community level and in high risk Impact at both community level and in high risk 

groups. Population based groups. Population based programmesprogrammes

•• Geographically targeted and interGeographically targeted and inter--sectorialsectorial e.g. e.g. 

Crime ObservatoriesCrime Observatories

•• Monitoring & Evaluation MechanismsMonitoring & Evaluation Mechanisms


