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U.S. Annual TornadoesU.S. Annual Tornadoes
*2008: preliminary count, may include duplicates; Corrected through Sep
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(Tebaldi , C., J.M. Arblaster, K. Hayhoe, and G.A. Meehl, 2006:  Going to the extremes:  An 
intercomparison of model-simulated historical and future changes in extreme events.  Clim. 
Change.)
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Some health threatsSome health threats

• Rising sea level: coastal storm surges, salt water 
intrusions, flooding

• Heavier  rains, floods, water contamination, water quality
• Drought: water shortages, agriculture, water quality
• Heat-waves, wildfire
• Stronger storms, hurricanes, tornadoes: damage, loss of 

life, loss of habitat
• Changes in climate: crops not viable, environmental 

refugees, famine, discontent and strife, security issues
• More insects, fungal and other disease; vector-borne 

disease
• Wars, e.g., over water
• Sea ice loss: habitat loss
• Permafrost melting: infrastructure at risk



Some health threatsSome health threats

Projected climate change-related exposures are likely to 
affect the health status of millions of people, particularly 
those with low adaptive capacity, through:
• increases in malnutrition and consequent disorders, with 
implications for child growth and development;
• increased deaths, disease and injury due to heat waves, 
floods, storms, fires and droughts;
• the increased burden of diarrhoeal disease;
• the increased frequency of cardio-respiratory diseases 
due to higher concentrations of ground-level ozone related 
to climate change; and,
• the altered spatial distribution of some infectious disease 
vectors.

AR4 WG-II SPM
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