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Clinical Studies GroupsClinical Studies Groups

23 Groups 23 Groups 
Expert involvement from across UKExpert involvement from across UK
Central support under NCRN managementCentral support under NCRN management
User/consumer input on every groupUser/consumer input on every group

15 tumour specific + a radiotherapy group15 tumour specific + a radiotherapy group
CrossCross--cutting & development groupscutting & development groups

Primary CarePrimary Care
Palliative CarePalliative Care
Psychosocial OncologyPsychosocial Oncology
Complementary TherapiesComplementary Therapies
Teenagers & Young AdultsTeenagers & Young Adults

Translational CSGTranslational CSG
Consumer Liaison GroupConsumer Liaison Group



UK Clinical Research Network (UKCRN)

�����
��
����
�	
���
���������
��
����
�	
���
����

§§  �
��
�	��
�����
��
��
�������
�
���
������
����
-
 �
��
�	��
�����
��
��
�������
�
���
������
����
-

�
��������
-
2������-
�
�������
���
�
�
�����
�	
�
��������
-
2������-
�
�������
���
�
�
�����
�	

��
���
����������
���
��������

§§  �
�������
�
�����
�����
�
	����������� �
�������
�
�����
�����
�
	�����������

§§  �
������
���

�����
�	
��
���
�����
��
�
�����
 �
������
���

�����
�	
��
���
�����
��
�
�����

�
��
���
����
������
�
�
�����
����
�����
��
������ �
�
��
���
����
������
�
�
�����
����
�����
��
������ �

��
9����
:;;<��
9����
:;;<

§§ 9������
��
��������
��
�

���
�
����
��
�	
���
9������
��
��������
��
�

���
�
����
��
�	
���

��
����
!�6����

�
��
����
!�6����

�
 �� ����
���
���

��
���"����
���
���

��
���"

�� $�����
�
�	
�������
��������
�

=
*
�����$�����
�
�	
�������
��������
�

=
*
�����



UK Clinical Research Network (UKCRN)

Accrual to NCRN Portfolio studies Accrual to NCRN Portfolio studies 
English Cancer Research NetworksEnglish Cancer Research Networks
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Phase III treatment trials Phase III treatment trials –– US US vs.vs. UKUK

NCINCI
�� $$$$$$$$$$$$
�� Established for 40+ yrs Established for 40+ yrs 

strong track recordstrong track record

�� Huge drug market, few Huge drug market, few 
constraints on use constraints on use ®®
active pharma  active pharma  
collaborationcollaboration

�� Excellent access to Excellent access to 
agents & technologyagents & technology

�� ~28,000 pts/yr (~3%)~28,000 pts/yr (~3%)

NCRNNCRN
�� ££££££
�� 6.5 yrs under its belt6.5 yrs under its belt

�� Restrictions & limitations Restrictions & limitations 
on access to marketed on access to marketed 
agentsagents

�� Not always easy in NHSNot always easy in NHS

�� ~28,000 pts/yr (~13%)~28,000 pts/yr (~13%)
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(from the House Select Committee report on the phar maceutical industry 3/05)

Industry

DHCharities MRC

Funding of healthFunding of health --related R&Drelated R&D
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Control

Test-4

Test-1

Test-2

Test-3

Continue
Test-2 > control

Continue

Stop
Test-1 » control

Continue
Test-4 > control

Stop
Test-3 < control

Overall
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Traditional Approach

Phase II

Phase III

A B C

Multi-arm, Multi-stage

A B C

Phase II = 50 pts, Phase III = 600pts

4*50 + 4*300 = 1400
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+600=650

+50=700
+600=1300

+50=1350
+600=1950
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NCRI PartnersNCRI Partners



Size of dot represents network 
population

Scottish Cancer Research Network
(SCRN)

•North Scotland Cancer Network

•West Scotland Cancer Network

•East and South Scotland Cancer Network 

Northern 
Ireland 
Cancer 

Research 
Network
(NICRN)

Wales Cancer 
Trials Network 

(WCTN)

National Cancer Research NetworksNational Cancer Research Networks

NCRN
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CSG Progress ReviewsCSG Progress Reviews

All undergo peer review every 3 yearsAll undergo peer review every 3 years

Most have now been through 2 review cyclesMost have now been through 2 review cycles

UK & International peer reviewersUK & International peer reviewers

Consideration of membership, activity, scope, Consideration of membership, activity, scope, 
future plans & strategic directionfuture plans & strategic direction

Review of research portfolio, but not Review of research portfolio, but not 
current trials individually in depthcurrent trials individually in depth

Provides some guidance for incoming ChairsProvides some guidance for incoming Chairs

Most reviews continue to recommend better Most reviews continue to recommend better 
integration of translational researchintegration of translational research
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